' VINDICATION 


OF THE 


Miniſters 
CHRIST 


FROM 
That Slander caſt on them, ;that they 
Are HOUSE-CREEPERS, becauſe they 
ſometimes Preach in private Houſes. 

Wy ALSO ar 
Proving by the Scripture who are Houſe-Creepers, 
and the evil they do where their corrupt 

._ Dodrine is Received, 
Held forthin tw@;SERMONS on 27m 3.6; 
By W\ BE, @ 


. 2PE T.2. But there were falſe prophets among the people, ever 

as there fhall be falſe teachers among you, which ſhall privily 
bring in dannable Hereſies. | 

VER 2. And many ſhall follow their pernicious ways, by whom 
the Way of Truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of. | | 
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... To the Reader. 


FH THESE are to aſſure T hee that the Author of abss ECU> + 

feng Diſtaxr(e, neucr intended at for the Preſs, being 

Mm. [c:firle of bis own weakneſs. Bug by Providence it is 
ths brought about : He being deſired by ſore friends to open 
this Scripture in 2 Tim. 3-6. This Text being made ſe of by 
ſome to aiſco:rage Perſans fromatteuding the Ordinances of 
God in private places; Although trough the great Mercy of 
God, and rhe favo:r of the King, they caunot preper'y be cal- 
ledprivate Places, ft ce the Places are appointed by Authori- 
ty, and it is free for any #9 come unto them , They makg ſe 
of this Scripture to ſeare the weak, from coming thither, ſug- 
geſting unto them, that thoſe who preach in ſuch places are the 
Perſons that the Apoſtle here calls Creepers into Houſes, and 
the ſame that he calls ver.'3. wicked men and deceivers : And 
th s Scripture they makg ſe of as the Great Engine to batter 
down all ſuch Aﬀemblies. 

This enſuwng Deiſcorſe is to ſhew, who were thoſe that the 
Ap3ſtle here calls Houſe-creepers , And that they have not 
this denomination given them on this account, becauſe they did 
preach in Houſes, for it was the frequent Pratices of this and 
the veſt of the Apoſtles, yea, of Chriſt himſelf. 

Bur it was beca'ſe theſe here ſpoken of did chyſe provate Pla- 
ces, forthe endthat they might ſteal the hearts of the ſimple 
from the truth, and ther wiles might not be diſcerned, yea, 
tho(e who under the pretgnce of truth; with fair words beguile 
the hearts of the ſimple, are the |ame with thoſe the Ap ſtle here 
calls Houſe-creepers, although they appear in publick Places, 

. Thisbeing a ſubjebt ſeldom - reated of, ſome haviny taken the © 
Notes of the Diſcorrſe, were very earneſt to ſend it to the 
Preſſe, which the Author was unwilling ſhoxzld be done: But 
tis Argyment prevailed with him to give his Couſent , Ho- 
ping that ſome Perſon whom the Lord hath endowed with ſpt- 
ritral Gifts and Learning, might from hence be proveked to 
pit forth his Abilities, for the firther clearing up this Truth, 
viz. The Lawfulneſs of Aſſembling _ to wait en Ged in 
his Ordirances,in ſach Places, which ſome by way of ſcorn call 
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To the Reader, 


private Places , Aid that thoſe Miniſters who do endeavour 


faithfully to perform their duty in ſuch Places, are not of thoſe 
who are here condemned bythe Apoſtle, but ſuch as did follow 
the Example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ., that ſothoſe that are 
weak.,might not be- affrighted by ſuch Bug-bears : If any ſhall 
receive benefit by theſe weak, Endeavours, Give the glory tothe 
Lord, to whom lone it is due, that hath enabled ſ» weak, a 
Creature to ſpeak' a word for the truth, that is ſo mach deſpiſed 


by many ;, the Lird make it agood word to the Souls of bis . 


Peopi's. This ts the earneſt aeſire and hearty Prayer of Him 
who wiſheth Peace and Proſperity to all the Churches of God. 
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Farewel. 
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2 TIM. 3.6. 
For of this Sort are they which creep into Houſes, and 
lad Captive filly Wemen with divers luſts. 


HE Apoſtle in the Beginning of che 

, Chapter, by the Spiric of Prophecy dogh 

forets1, That che laſt days ſhail be peril. 
lons and full of danger; and then what is the rea- 
ſon of it, as you may [ce 1,2,3,4,5- For men ſhall 
be Lovers of their own ſelves,Covetons, Boaſters, &c. 
So that there are in it theſe rwo things Conſider. 
able, OG 

t. That in the laft Jayes there ſhall be peril- 
lous times. 

2. That the reaſon of ſuch perillous times is, 
becauſe men abound in fin aud wickedneſs g 
W hence obſerve by the way, | 
' That abundance of iniquity makes Perillous Times, 
This is very clear in the Scriptures. You may 
ſee, that when Holineſs doth increaſe, and Per- 
ſons make it their buſineſs co walk according to 
Gods Word, ac ſuch times there is happineſs and 
great Bleſſings vouchſafed unto a people. So on 
the other Hand, when people Apoſtatize and fall 
from God, then uſually ſuch times are full of 
danger. It was a time fullof danger with 1ſrael, 

B | when 
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when ſin ani wickedneſs abounded among them, 
and they departed fromGod,and apoſtatized from 


_ the purity of his worſhip ] «dg, 2. 14. 15. ch. 3. v 


8.12.ch, 4» V. 1.2-ch,6,V. 1. 2+ 3-4 5-6. Pſal* 
16.4. When people tarn aſide from God and ſer 
up their own luſts, they ſhall have ſorrow e- 
nough. And again, wien people make it their 
bufine(s to walk withGogd,all things proſper with 
them- | 

2. Chron: 13: 3.4+ 5. 10+ tt-12, The like you 
have in the dayes of Hezekiah, 2 Chron. 29+. but 
when men; forſake the Commandments of the 
Lord, and walk contrary to him,God hath a con. 
rroverſy with ſuch a land, It is the abundance 
of iniquity that makes times periilous.7 ſhall give 
you two reaſons of it. 

1. Times are uſually full of canger when ini- 
quity abounds, becaufe God uſually appears a- 
gainſt ſuch a people- 4 

2- Becauſe when iniquity abounds,people allow 
themſelves to-walk after their own luts, they are 
ready to break outinto any wickedneſs; there is 
nothing within them to reſtrain them, bur they 
are teady-to do whatſoevec their baſe hearts 
prompt them to , though it be never {> groſlely 
prejudicious to mens eſtates, lives, or liberties, L 
might much evlarge here :- Bur 1 ſhall ſpeak no 
further ro this. | 

You have ſcen the dependence of the text,on the 
foregoing worgs, Now faith the text, For of this 


ſort 
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ſort are thy that creep into houſes. Of what 
ſort ? of the ſort here mentioned, ſuch has 
hal a form of godlineſs, but denyed the power 
thereof. 

TheApoſtle ſpeaketh nor of ſuch that were hea- 
thens,that hai no knowledge of God, and made 
profeſſion of religion,but of fuch as profefſedGo?, 
and thatthey were the friends of God, For,ſaith 
the text(having 4 form of godlineſs)they hada form 
of godlinz(s, but they denyed the power thereof - 
They pretended much for Chriſt and the waies of 
Chriſt, bur denyed that which was the main, vir. 


a full ſubmiſſion of themſelves to Chriſt, to walk 


according to the rules of Chriſt, 
Now every particular of this might cleare- 
ly be proved concerning the Antichriſtian power, 


the myltery of iniquity,and thofe that are plunged 


ioto it» The t=xt ſaith, they have a form of God- 
lineſs; and have not theſe ? Do not they pretend 
much for Chriſt « when none do oppoſe him 
more, Are not they lovers of pleaſures, more 
then lovers of God * May it not beclearly de- 
monſtrated , that notwithſtanding their pre- 
rences for Chriſt, they ſtand in open oppoſi- 
cion againſt him in all his Offices £ As firſt 
for his prophetical office, they are ſo far from 
hearkning to the voice of Chriſt, thar they 
ſer uptheir ow ninventions in the place there- 
of, preferring them hefore his inſtitutions, 

Bzx They 


{ 
iſ 

They ohzy not Chriſt as th? great Prophet fo 
/ that if choſe, on whom they urg: their inftituri- 
ons, ſhouid demand, What Word of Ged have you 
for theſe things? They would return nothing 
bur ſcoff, 
Again, as for Chriſts Prieſtly Office, what a 
Giſhonour is it to Chrift, that they make their un- 
bloody ſacrifice of the Altarto be a Propitiation 
for the fins of men? 

Andas for Chrifts Kingly Office, they have no 
regard to the Authority of Chrift, nor to the 
Rule that he hach appointed for the Goverament 
of the Church, nor have they any reſpe& to the 
Spirit of God, but makea mock of him, though 
it be ſo clear in the Scripture, Row. 8-9,14 They 
are ſo far from walking according to the Word 
of God, that they walk contrary to it * fo far 
from ſubduing their ſinful pollutions, that they 
endeavor by all meansto cherifh them, maintain- 
ing their own Works of Prayer, Charity, Devo- 


tions, as meritorious, they pretend much honour. 


70 the Croſs of Chrift, but onevery trivial oc- 
caſion make nothing roſwear by his blood and 
wounds: they pretend much co Prayer, Reading 
with hands and eyes lifted up; yet how far are 
they irom that ſpiritual zeal and feryour of af- 
fe&ion, that is peceſſarily requiſite in Prayer, 
H oF 4 Forme of Godlineſs, but denying the Power 


thereof. 
Now 


_ 
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Now, of this ſort are they that creep into Houſes, 
le ading Captive filly Women, &c, under the pre» 
tence of bring for Goes they dec.ive PEOPle, and. 
draW LEM info P-Foicicus errours. 

LeadinzCaptive filly Women, Tacyuſually aſſault 
ſuch, b:caule by reaſon of the weaknefs of their 
ſx and underſtanding, they are not able to C1l- 
cern their wiles and {ubtilties. ;For obſerve, that 
ic is not ſpoken generally of Women, But 

I. Silly Women, Such as are ignorant of the 

Truth of God, that content themſelves with an 
outward profeſſion, not endeavouring to be firm- 
ly grounded and eſtabliſhed in the things of 
Gol. | 
2- Suchas were laden with fin, led away with 
civers luſts, that though they lived unter a Pro- 
feſſion of Religion, and contented themſelves, 
becauſe they apprehended they had ſome deſires, 
or at leaſt ſome kinde of affetion ro the rtruch, 
yet they were under the power of their corrupti- 
ons. Now ſuch thatare wilfully captivated to 
their luſts, it is no wonder, if God (uffer them 
in his Judgment to be enſnared by thoſe thar 


lie in wait to deceive-them. 


So that the Apoſtle means by ſilly women all 
ſuch, as either by reaſon of the weakneſs of 
their underſtanding, marry not able to diſcern the 
wiles and crafrineſs of deceivers, or ſuch as being 
under the power and dominion of ſome — 

| — od 
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God in his jaſt Jadgment ſuffers to be enſnared by 

them. Thus you have the ſenſe of the words. 
la the words you have obſervavle theſe 
things. 

t. The perſons here ſpoken of, called by the 
Apoſtle,creepers into houſes, viz. falſe teachers. 

The deſcription of them, Of this ſort arc th:y. 
He ſh:weth their evil qualities in the precedent 
verſes, They are lovers of themſelves, covetous,beaſt . 
ers, proud, curſed ſpeakers, without natural affetioz, 
truce- breakers, falſe accuſers, deſpiſers of them that 
are good. Traitours, heady , high-minded, lovers 
of pleaſures more then levers of God « Having 4 forme 
of codline(s, but denying the power thercof. Ot this 
ſorc are they-ſaith he, as much as to ſay .this is a 
plain and full deſcription of them. 

3- He ſheweth what fad works theſe make 
where they creep into houſes, rhey lead cap- 
HzUee _- ths 

4-The perſons that they prevaile on,Siffy women, 
Which is not to be underſtood only of that ſex, 


but perſons that are ſimple, void of underſtanding 


as to»-gpirituaal things whether men or wo- 
men- | 

— $5. Theſeperſons that are thusled captive are 
More fully deſcribed by that corrupt ſtate they 


are in, viz. They are ſuch as are laden with fin, . 


uch as are under the power and domini-n of 
ſome baſe luſt or luſts : Theſe are. they who are 
mate a prey of by them. Now here obſcrve: 


Dacr; 


| 
| 
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Dedt, 1, That men are not accounted theſe 
houſe creepers in the Scripture account, or in the 
account of the Apoſtle, becauſe they do preach in ' 
houſes or ſecret places-but when they get into ſuch 
places, and there under the pretence of ho- 
linzſs make it their buſineſs ſecretly to draw 
ſuch as are weak from the truth toerrors and 
thoſe who chuſe ſuch places to carry on their d: - 
ſign, may juſtly be called creepers - yea, all thar 
in their ttaching carry on ſuch a deſign under 
the pretence of holynels, alchcagh they preach in 
the moſt 5ublick places, and in the greateſt aſ- 
ſemblies; yet in the Apoſtles ſence here they are 
creepers. 


Do##..2. That ſuch perſons uſually effe& their 
deſign on ſuch as are cirherc weak and ignorant, 
not able to diſcern their corrupt and unſound 
doctrine ; or ſuch as are under the power of 
{ome baſe luſt or luſts, be they men or women, 
(for it may be underſtood* of both ſexes) ſuch 
being by -the juſt judgment of God left ro 
thewfelves , and fo they eaſily prevaile on 
them, 


For the proof of the firſt Dodrine, 7 ſhall 
give you ſeveral Scripturer, by which this ſha)l 


thai appeares Conſider that. place John 10, 


1. He that climbeth in ſome other way, he that en- 


tereth not by the door is a thief and a robber. 
: Now 


(8) 
Now the Dooy is Chriſt by which Mc enter, 
- when they are ſent of Chriſt,(as certainly Chriſt 
ſendech none but ſuch as hear his voice, nome are 
| his ſheep bur ſuch as hear his voice) rhofe then 
that come 3n,& not byChriſt,may well be termed 
Creepersor Climbers up another way, Gal.2+2: 
Ye ſhall finde thece, that che- Apoſtle commu- 
nicated the Goſpel privately to them which were 
of Reputation; and it was by reaſon of che falle 
brethrea that crept in amongſt them. $9 that 
tiofe Perſons are called Creepers, that under'the 
pretence of Holineſs draw people from the truth, 
ct whom alſo the Apoſtle Jude ſpeaketi, 
Jorge Vig. 
Now for the better underſtanding hereof I 
ſhall ſhew you, | 

1, That in the Apoſtles judgement none were 
accounted Houfe-creepers , becauſe they did 
preach in private places. 

2. That theſeare to be ſo accounted, that un- 
der a pretence of Holineſs do ſeek todraw people 
from the truths and thoſe that do ſo, though 
never fo publick, yet come under cbis Denomis 
nation. - 

1. That inthe Apoſtles. Judgment none were 
accountedHouſe-creepers, becauſe they did preach 
in priyate places; ' 7call it private, in oppoliti- 
on to thoſe places that were appointed for the 
. Pablick Worſhip and Ordinances of God, as a- 
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amongſt the Jews there was: the Temple and che Sy+ 
nagooues, Now you ſhall find, thar it was the 
practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, not only in the 
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faunder on Chriſt and his Apoſtles, for teachiog in 


ſach places. 


3. That thoſe indeed are the perſons, whom the 


Apoftle means, who putting on an outward ſhow and 
forme of hotyneſs, under that deceive.,and lead from 
the truth; Now this will evidently appear, if you 
view the words that we read unto you, in which the 
A&poſtie' doth diſcover them-- 


2: That they were ſuch, that had- a forme 
of godlineſs , meas 5. form of godlineſs , bat 
yy "the power thereof, For of this ſort , 

"N 


®. They were ſuch that under the forme did de- 
ceive, by drawing from the truch. So that when 
men do purpoſely and out of choice rake ſuch. 


Places, wherein they may carry on their pernicious 


deſigns, and lead perfons from the truth, cheſe in 
the Scripture ſence, andthe Apoſtles judgment are 
rightly termed houſe-creepers, as the Lord Jeſus 
Cheiſ faith, Fohbn 3. a0. For every one that doth evil 
bateth the light, neither cometh che to-the light, leb his 


deeds ſhould brreproved,” Such then -may be ſaid ro. 


be creepers, when they get to ſecret places, on pur- 
poſe to avoid che light, that their deeds of darkneſs 


may not be diſcovered. Icis beyond all doubt that . 


theApoſtle meaneth nor of ſuch,that were forced and 
conftraintd to take ſuch places : bur doubtleſs the 


Apoſtle ſpeaketh of thoſe falſe teachers, that had 


diffuſed their errours, and ſpread themſelves a- 


broad amongſt the Churches of God, chinking:: 
pri= 
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privately to undermine them i there were ſome 


of them .in Corinth, ſome in Galaiis , ſame in 
Philipp, and Coloſs alſo, and at ſeveral other 
places : and Fnge ſpeakerh of it to thoſe to 
whom he wrote. Such were ready to ſay. 
afcer this manner - What , will ye not ob- 


ſerve the Commandments of God © Hath not.the 
Lordexprefly Commanded Circumciſion, and the 


forbearance of ſuch and ſuch meates f. Is not this 
the will of God ? and ſo by ſuch fair words, many 
were {educed and drawn away, not being able to 
diſcover the bottom of their defigns. You may ſee, 
how notably the Apoſtle ſpeaketh to the Colofsans, 
Eo). 2, 16. 17, 18. theſe men pretended much to 
holyneſs and humilicy, that they yeilded obedience 
to God, and had his law amongſt chem y bur ſee 
what the Apaſtle faith, v. 20. 1f then je be. dead with 


. Chriſt from 1he radiments of the worid, if ye are parta* 


Rers of the death of Chrift, what have you ts do with 
#beſe things ? You may ſec, how the Apoſiletakes 
them off from theſe arguments, they reaſoned thus 
This the Law commandeth, therefore we ought to 
doit: Admit ir did ſo, ſaith the Apoſtle, but now 
by the Death of Chrift ye are free from thefe 
thiags ; you are not commanded to forbear ſuch 
and iuch meats, but of every creature you may 


' receive - the abſtinence from meates was typi - 


call and figurative, but now you are taken of 
from -theſe things : So that theargument hath a 
double force, If they plead the Lay, ſaith the A- 


poſtle, ye are dead unto the 'aw. 
G2 If 


—= 
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" If they plead the practice of fome that'ate wiſe 


men; ſaith the Apoſtle, Tea ae dead mith Chrift from 
the rudiments of th: world, and th-nſurely tlie tradi» 
tions of men cannot bind you- You are freed from 


tie DoR-ines, of men, ( i.e.) ſuch Dodrines thar 


ace not grounded upon the Word' of GaC -* So that 


rxeremay be fair<prerences and ſþecions' ſhews of 
holyaeſs; when indeed rhere is ho ſuch thing. Now 


then'it appears,that ſince this is not ſpoken of thoſe, 


that do on ſom» occafion or other, preach in private 
places (for indeed'ir was the” practice of 'Chtiſt and 
his Apoſtles) ir mathe (poktn of thoſe, that do'oir 
of voluntary choife*rake ſuch places for the fur- 
therance of their wicked defigns, to entrap ſuch 
that cannot diſcern their wiles.' As for inſtance, 


when they urge ſuch words as theſe, What will you | 


not be ruled by the Church © will ye inot be reconci- 
led tothe Church *'this availeth mach with ſuch, 
not conſidering, that the Chnrch'is ruled by Gods 
Word, and what is not according to this Word 
there is norruth in its that whatſoever is not ground- 
ed on the Word, and commanded by God, is will- 
worſhip, that every plant that God hath not planted, 
ſhall be plucked up; thar chings, though done with 
never {0 much zeale, yet is not warranted by Gods 
Word,are unacceptable to God ; as you may lee 
Zach. 5, The Jews had o>lerved a Faſt in their 70 
years captivity; and now upon their return they 
fent Sharezer and R-gemmelech tothe houſe of God, 


to know wheth-r they ſhould continue it, yea or no, 


But ſez what foilowerhy 5. 6, 7. when ye fafied and 


* wourned in the fifth and ſeventh month, even thoſe 70 
C 
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gears, tidye at all faft ta me; *boen th mt" Oc. Tt was 
ſuch a fervieethat GoThaTnor appoirre:d chem, and 
they going to preſs it on people, ' God owned it 
nor, "a 8 xs | 

So that thofe that under a pretence 'of holyne(s 
do endeavour to draw {ouls'from rhe truth, they are 


thoſtthar are the houſe: creepers": yea, though t key 
'preach in-never ſopublick places: -For what Cif-" 


ference is there bctween' a Motintebanck that 


mounterh on a ſtage, and by fome tricks of Legerde- 
"main deceiverh the peopte, and, ovethar doch itin a 


- 


private.place, for itis deczit"ia both'*: nay, it is 


greater impudence in” him that doth ir publickly, 
thenin him that doth ir privately. So is irhere, 


7 ſhall illuſtrate it by another fimilitade. . As 


when one cometh into, another mans houſe-with a 
vizard, he is judged by the man of the houſe to be. 


ſuch a perſon; but when he diſcovers, himſelf, he is 
found to be another man, then he was thought to bes 
ſuch a man, may be counted a hoaſe-creeper, thopgh 
he com=s in openly. So it is here, if perſons under 


the pretence and vizard of holyneſs, da endeavour 


to deceive the ſimple, they may come under this de- 
nomination of houſe-creepers. | 
Now [ ſhail thew you by C(.yeral reaſons. 
1. That it cannot be underſtood of thoſethar 
take ſuch places out of necefiity and conftraint, 
2. Thar it muft be meant of ſuch,that under a pre- 
tence of holyneſs do endeavour to draw people from 
the truth ; yea,though it de in never ſo great acon- 
courſe of people. fees REC 
s. That it cannot be undgrſtood of thoſe that 
. take 
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take ſuch places ont of cl. and conſtraint, 

2. Becanſe it. is nat of choice by them, bur neceffity 
that cauſeth itto be ſo, therefore they ought gor to be: 
charged with evil on this acconnt- Could any onerati- 
onally accuſeChriſt,thac he preached iecresly and pri- 
ratcly, when he withdrew out ofF«dea,and taughe 
C-lilee,when the ewes ſought his life? Was theApoſtle 
Fri to be charged with evil for preaching in @ houſe 
47; 18.6. when he had before openly-reaſaned inthe 
Synagogues with theJewegs,and they raiſed mutinies & 
clamours againſt him, and drove kim from rhem. 
Could theApoſtles juſtly be blamed, when they mer 
together in private places, and in the night time? And 
ſo the Church is former times when they were perſe- 
cuted violently-by che Heathens,and durſt not appear 
openly.Nay,this.truth is ſo evident,that it is granted 
. | -&@ even by the Papiſts afirm char in 
times of perſecytion it is meer and neceſſary for the 
people of God-to meer rogether in private places. 
OF. But ſome might ſay, Yes indeed, for Chrift and 


meet rogether,this is graunced, but what's this roSch;[- 
maticks and Hereticksytheſe may not do ſo. 

ANS, But I tell you, ic is not mens accufations that 
prove it co be ſo, perfons ſhoald conſider thus much, 
thar b:fore men can bejuſtly charged paary ere I & 
Heretical, it ought to be made,by clear and lolid argu- 
| ments. But this we know that in all Countreys they 
Ht thar have the greateſt power condemn all others. If 
| yau go toRowe,they willtellyou that their ſuperſtition 


will cell you that their Turciſme and Mahbometiſmrc 15 
the right worſhip of Tod. But perſons ought nor to be 
charged withHereſy,till tacy are convinced by ſtrength 


his Apoſtles and the people of God in ſuch caſes co 


15 the worſhip okGod.So if you go toConftantinople.ticy 


of 
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| Us 
of argument out ofGods Wig. wes aDoRour of the 
Law that tellech us concerning Chriſt, doth our =_ 
zadge any man, b:fore it hath heard him ? Nay,yor 
ſhall ſeezit was acknowledged by the very heathens 
Ads 25. 5.16. we ſhould not then rhac bear the game 
ofChritians,be more naregſonable then the heacheas; 
but take heed of paſſing ſuch peremptory fentences, 
before the matter be proved. 20 

2. Becauſe what they do they do in ſimplicity and- 
ſincerity of heart, without any deſigns of their own 
2Cor. 4. 13. where the Apoſtle ſpeaking of him(clf and 
of the reſt of the faith full ,proverth that they were not 
of thoſe de ceivers, v. 2. Weſaich he, have renounced. 
the hidden things of darkneſs, we have not walked in craf- 
rineſs we have wot handled the word of God drceitfully, and 
whatis that? It may be this, that when men ſee, it is 
beſt for their intereſt, then they can plead forthe Word 
but when it is a difadvantage to them in the world, | 
thea they can make uſe of the Word to decry theſe 
things-that formerly they* cried up, - theſe are thoſe 
whom the-Apoſtle means that Fandled theWord de- 
ceitfully; buc we ware nor of theſe, and why? becauſ: 
we handl'd the word by manifc{tarionof the truth, the 
conſciences of our hearers can acquit us, that we have, 
endeavour'd :0 ſer before them the mind & will of God, 

{cr eannot be anderſtood that theſe ſhould be the per- 
ſons here mentioned, becauſe thea the. Apoſtle would 
condemn himſelf and the practice of all the cet of his 
fellow Apoſtles, nay of theLord bhi:Maſter. Now it can- 
not be rationally imagined,that the Apoſtle Paul who 
was infallibly guided by the bleſſed Spirit of God, 
ſhould thus .miſcarry, . and- give occafion to- his ' 


adverſaries to triumph, chey would have- faid 


Look 


/ . 


16) 
Look here, Hci 'bimſcif;: kw 1S"One. 'of 
thoferhar'preach in-Houſes.: 'Bar then 25:5 +5 
2, Ir muſt be meant of ſuch, that under a pre-. 
cence of Holineſs,do My Ha 0) draw pang from 
the truth;- «© :- f Dito | 
1, It maſt be underſtood of theſe, becuuſs' thet” | 
are not-theipetſons thati they ſeem to be, for they: © + 4 
come under the Guiſe of Holineſs, preten 3ing much | 
£001 to the fouls of men, bur yer aim chefly ar | 
fome deſfiznes cf their own ; theſe are the perſos, | 
rhe Apoſtle fpeakerh of, - and* 'thetefore he! giverh- 
chem this name of Hoeſe-creepers; fo that: choſe 
who ger into the Church of God, (be ic either in 
private or publick places) under a pretence of Holi- 
nefs, "when indeed it isnot fo; butthere is ſome o- 
ther defi ignifi cheir entrance,” they. dre/ ſuch thar'ds” | 
creep in, bur theydo nor enter ; for” they are-ingt* 
ſuch as they were ſuppoſed to be. And therefore | 
the Apoſtle Fude ſaith, v. g. There ave certain men 
creftin unawares y the Church was not aware of 
them); they deceivethem by-their wiles, and” chere- 
fore properly ſuch are the Houſe: creepers, much 
like unto the Thief char comes'into a' Mans Hevuſe, 
and is diſguifed z when-he'is in he ſpdils and r' bs : 
he may be ſa1d to treep in, - 'beratie” rough fe + wi 
let in, yet le ivis novlet in as {ych-an ons; 3054855 
2. Becauſe they purpoſely chooſe ſith places; 
-and out of a deftgn they love f- crety, that” -they 
might not be diſcovered, bur carry on cheir deſignes 
the mot=tradiſcemably,- Tt one 'chingifor 4m | 
to take fecter places outof nee*Mry, (and -2norhet 
thing to chuſe fact oPtibrs *parpofely. © "Now the - | | 
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| NF | 
Scripture telleth us, that he that 1s evil hateth the 


Light, Hence it is thar cheApotle calleth ſuch creep- 


ers 11 another. place, deceirfull workers, for they ate 


equivalent 2 Cor. 11+ 13, 14- They are falſe Apoſtles, 
Peceitfull workers, But if they are'fo, how are they 
chen acmatted into-the Church? oh,ſaith he, (trans- 
forming themſelves into the Apefiles of Chriff) they 
make pretences of holyneſs, and ſhroud their wol- 
viſh nature in a Lambs-$kin. And they are ſuch + 
t00, whoſe intent is the ſame, though it be never (0 


-openly, and chough they might come in as guides, 


and leaders of the Church, yec in time they diſcover 
th:mſclves to beſuch as lea] out of the way. 
_ So you ee who they are that the Apoſtle ſpeak- 


_Eth of, under the denomination of houſe-creepers ; 


I ſhall now make ſome application, USE r, This 
ſheweth us the evilof thoſe whoare ready to make 
a bad uſe of this Scripture, and from this do endea- 
vour to caſt reproach. on all ſuch that do aſſemble 
together our of neceſfity,- and wait on God in, his 
ordinances in private places; What ground have 
they to make this as their main battery againſt 
ſuch?Surely they bewraytheir ignorance and malice 
herein. 1. Their ignorance, not rightly conhdering 


- the Scripture, and thatitwas the practice of Chri 


and bis Apoſtles. Were this rightly underſtood, they. 

might be eaſily convincec, that there is no- ground 

from Scripture to charge men with.evil on this ac-. 

count, Alas Chriſt, . whom. they. will profeſs 

to be their Maſter, was frequent in this manner of 
preaching'; he taught in a Ship on the Mount.io the 

Houſe, and ſeveral other places, And the Apoſtles 

D 


_ of 


| followed |:im, and thoſe, whom many of them do 
profcſs themſelves to be their ſucceſſours and fot- 
lowers, were frequent in chis. And there fore ic 


muſt needs be a thing which is good and juſt, that . 
theWord of God Coth juſtifie. Yea,Chriſt hath lefc 


it on record, Hat. 18, 20. Where two or thee are ga- 
tered together, &c. It is ſad therefore to caſt ſlaun- 
| Ger and reproach on,perfons, for doing that which 
was done by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that were left 
by kim to be guides anto the Church. For the A- 
poſtle. Paul faith, Be ye followers of me, as 1 amef 
Chriſt, Now where we have the example of the 
ApoſtlePanl,concurring with the example of Chriſt, 
ic ill becomes men to caſt {launders oa any ; eſpe- 
cially when they have bcen inſtruments of forcing 
men to private places Iris very well known,thac 


Nw in this our Nation, on whom this is inju- 


rouſly charged, have been in as pnblick places as a- 
ny other, 'and defired as diligently to attend the 
work that'Gad called them unto» But when ſuch 
impolſitions were pur on them, that they could nor 


yeild unto without manifeſt wrong done unro their. 


confciences $ it wastheir great grief, and the 'gricf 
of thoſe that had benefit by their Miniſtry, thac 
their mouthes were ſtopt. And therefor& when ir 
pleaſed God to put this intothe heart of his Majeſty 
to give them this indulgence, they were ready to 
embrace it with all thankfulneſs to God and man. 
So that noy their aſſemblies ought nor to be called 
privite but publick, where all may have acceſs,even 
thoſe that charge them on this account, to take no- 

_ : tice 


| | BR) - EE 
of Chriſt, who were the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 


(19 
tice what they aſſert and hold forth, 
2: Their malice and bitterneſs. For yon may ſay; 
why, this is ſtrange, if che Apoſtle doth nor here 


condemn all that preach privately, what is the rea» 


ſon that they ſhould be ſo bitter againſt ic ? Why 
truly friends, that lierh in cheir own breaſts, their 
reaſons are beſt known to. themſelves + we are nor 
co judge of ſecrets, it hach beercommonly affirmed, 
that chey in private places have. aſſerted ſeditious 
principles. Bur I may certainly concludz,that thoſe 
thar ſtick not to utter (uch injarious ſlaunders, did 
they conſult with their own conlciences, they them- 
ſelves would clear then on this account. But it is 
moſt certain, that the people of God ought not to 
practice any thing in Gods worſhip, but what they 
know is warranted from the Word, and this is the 
cuty of Miniſters, to teſtify and exhort here unto. 
Andthough they would ſuggeſt ditloyalty, yet they 
chemſelves when they are croſſeg in their deſigns, 
ſhew malice and þitternefs enough, 

The Lord will one day open the eyes ,of Magi- 


' ftrates to ſee, that thoſe that are moft faichfull ro 


God are moſt fairhfull co men; and thoſe that are 
moſt fairthfull zo God will *give men their due, 
chough they do not Put them in the place of God, 
USE. 2,This ſhoul1 tezch people to rake heed how 
they take up flaunderous reports from whomſoever. 
taey hear them, bur that they be carefull co examine 
things, and compare them with the Word of God. 
For you ſee,the ſame m:n that the Apoſtle callech 
creepers into houſes (which Iſh:wed you might be 
meant of ſuch that preach never ſo openly)the ſame 


- 00 m:n 
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of Chriſt, who were the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
' followed lim, and thoſe, whom many of them do 
prof-ſs themſelves to be their ſucceſſours and fot- 
lowers, were frequent in this. And therefore ir 


muſt needs be a thing which is good and juſt, that . 


theWord of God Coth juſtifie, Yea,Chriſt hath lefc 
it on record, Wat. 18, 20. Where two or thee are ga- 
thered together, &c. It is ſad therefore to cait flaun- 
* Ger and reproach on,perfons, for doing that which 
was done by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that were left 
by kim co be guides unto the Church. For the A- 
poſtle. Paul faith, Be ye followers of me, as 1 amef 
Chriſt, Now where we have the example of the 
ApoſtlePanl,concurring with the example of Chriſt, 
it ill becomes men to caſt ſlaunders oa any  eſpe- 
cially when they have bcen inſtruments of forcing 
men to private places Iris very well known,thar 
many in this our Nation, on whom this is inju- 
rouſly charged, have been in as pnblick places as a- 
ny other, 'and defired as diligently to atrend the 
work that Gad called them unto. Burt when ſuch 
impoſitions were pur on them, that they could nor 


yeild unto without manifeſt wrong done unro their. 


confciences ; it wastheir great grief, and the 'gricf 
of rhoſe that had benefit by their Miniſtry, thac 
their amouthes were ſtopt, And therefor& when it 
pleaſed God to put this intothe heart of his Majeſty 
to give them this indulgence, they were ready to 
embrace it with all rthankfulneſs to God and man, 
So that nov their aſſemblies ought nor to be called 
privite buc publick, where all may have acceſs,even 
thoſe that charge them on this account, to take no- 
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tice what they aſſert and hold forth, a 
2: Their malice and bitcerne(s. For yon may ſay; 
why, this is ſtrange, if che Apoſtle doth nor here 
condemn all that preach privately, what is the rea» 
ſon that they ſhould be ſs bitter againſt ic 7? Why 
truly friends, that lieth in cheir own breaſts, their 
reaſons are beſt known to themſelves - we are nor 
ro jurge of ſecrets, it hach beer.commonly affirmed, 
that they in private places have. aſſerted ſeditious 
principles. But I may certainly concludz,that thoſe 
thar ſtick not to utter ſuch injarious ſlaunders, did 
they conſult with their own coniciences, they them- 
ſelves would clear them on this account. But it is 
moſt certain, that the people of God ought not to 
practice any thing in Gols worſhip, but what they 
know is warranted from the Word, and this is the 
cury of Miniſters, to teſtify and exhort here unto. 
Andtchough they would ſuggeſt difloyalty, yet they 
chemſelves when they are croſſeg in their deſigns, 
ſthew malice and bitterneſs enough, 
The Lord will one day open the eyes ,of Magi- 
ſtrates to ſee, that thoſe that are moft faichfull ro 
God are moſt faichfull comen; and thoſe that are 
moſt fairthfull zo God will *give men their due, 
chough they do not put them in the place of God, 
USE. 2.,This ſhoul | tezch people to rake heed how 
they take up ſlaunderous reports from whomſoever 
taey hear them, but that they be carefull co examine 
things, "and compare them with the Word of God. 
For you ſee,the ſame m:nthat the Apoſtle callerh 
creepers into houſes (which Iſh-wed you might be 
meant of ſuch that preach never ſo openly)the ſame 
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men, I ſay, v413. He calleth: evil men and ſeducers, 
TheScripruce giveth us this rule, to ?ry all things, 


and hold faſt that which is good. Som people through. 


their ignoranceare offenced, and Jook- on itas evil 


for any to preach'the Word, and wait, oa the Ordi-- 
nancesof God in apy-places, 'byt in thoſe that are 


conſecrated and ſet apart for thar uſe, becauſe they 
read that it was uſually at the Temple and Syna- 
gogues, they think that it muſt be there and no 


where elſe z and theſe places are holy places, Bur: 


theſe are miſtakes ariſing from ignorance z they do 
not underſtand chat the Temple was called holy,nor 
becauſe there was any inherent holineſs in it ſelf, 
But | 


1- Becauſe there were the viſible ſignes of Gods- 


Preſence, g I N6, 
2, The Temple was a Figure of Thrift, and in 
that reſpe& was called holy.as.you may ſee by thoſe 


words of Chriſt, Deſ{zoy this Temple, and I will build 


2t in three days. Ss RY % FT. 

g. The Temple was a.thadow of . the Church of 
God, to ſhew us, thar asin the 'Temple were the 
viſible fignes of Gods Preſence, ſo in the Church of 


God, which is the ſpiritual Tempie, God dwelleth- - 


' by his Spirit. But now you may take notice, thar 
ſince theſe types and ſhadows are aboliſhed, there is 
no ſuch difference of places ; for Chriſt telleth us, 


That not at this Mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, but 


whereſoever men call ox the Father in ſpirit and in 

truth, there he will be found. Beſides, we may ob-- 

ſerve, that in that time, when the Temple was the 

Place appointed of God for Publick- Worſhip, and 
| —_ ſaci 
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ſach things unler the Law to be done there,which 
ought not to be done elſewltcre (ſo that if there + 
were Holineſs in any place, it was in the Temple) 
yet in this time Chriit himſelf preached in ſeveral 
other places, and ſo cid che Apoſtles afterwards, So 
thaticis Mens ignorance to think, thar che {ime | 
Daties performed in one place were more holy, 
then if they were performed in another. andir is 4 
great faulr co take up prejudices azainſt perſons ons 
this account, Again, there are ſome that are car- 
ricd forth through raſh and intemperate zeal and 
bitcerneſs of ſpirit, againſtpÞzrſ2ns on this account, 
(and it may be inſtigated by the ſubtilry of others) 
but if. this hath been the Practice of Chriſts Apo- 
ſtles, and Chriſt himſelf, and if Chriſt hath pco- 
miſed his Preſence, not only in this place, and that 
place, but wherelocver his people meet cogether in 
his Name, then ler perſons take heed how they ice 
themſelves againſt Chriſt, thar they be not found 
Fighters againſt God: for let them be ſure, whar 
Chriſt alloweth his people in,in that he will juſtifie- 
them; and in waac Chriſt hatch given them his 
example, and what he hath promited his bleſſing: 
ro;there he will. ſurely make it good. So thar thele, 
though in their intemperate zeal, they think, as the 
Jews did in their oppoficion of Chriſt and his A» 
poſtles, that they did 60 God g-0d ſervice, yer in- 
deed they are miftaken; for believe it, thoſe men 
thac have the warrant of Chriſt for what they do,- 
Chriſt will bear them our at that great day of Ac- 
count 5 and when men ſhall come ro give an Ac- 
count why they have done {uch ang luch things; it: 
wall. 
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wi!l not bz a ſufficient ground to ſay becauſe others, 
dii ſo, and they did it out of their zeal ; Chriſt will 
jaſtiſte thoſe chat have his Word for their warranr, 
but how dreadfull will it be for thoſe art the judg- 
ment {ear of Chriſt, that are charged with this, 
' fthar they have oppoſed his ſervants: for imitating 
him, | 

U5E. 3. Ic ſhewech theevil of thoſe that cry out 
ſo much, and render perſons as evil doers, which 
were themſelves and their own ways examined, it 
would be found who -they are, that are moſt juſtly 
to be charged with this in my text. There are ſome 
that exclaim againſt others, as corner Preachers 
and houſe Preachers, when if their own ways were 
well examined,” they would hardly clear themſelves. 
VW ho will be found {uch ar laſt, either thoſe thar 
are forced into ſecrec places, and notwithſtanding 
are willing that their Doctrines ſhould be 'put to 
che tryal ; orſuch that preaching publickly: will be 
off-nded, when their Doctcines are tryed and exa- 
mined ?. Did men ſeek after ſecret places, that their 
. Doctrines might be concealed, there were a ground 
of ſuſpicion, but ſuch as are willing to have their 
Do&rines tryed, and do not ſhun the light, they may 
not properly be cailed houſe-creepzrs. Should men 
deal with them,as theBereans with the Ayoſtle Paul, 
they would be look<d upon as cenſorjous, and men 
of factious and proud {pirits, meerly becauſc they 
do their duty in examinzng mens Doctrines by the. 
Word of God, for which the Apoſtle commend<th 
f '. the 


| 12) 

the Bereans Ads 17. that th:y ſearchedthe Scripture to 
fee whether theſe things were ſo or no. Canſuchhe 
jafly charged with Hereſy, that are willing thar 
thoſethings whick they hold forth ſhould be exa- 
mined by the Scripruce? This is it wich they ear- 
neſtly call for, To the Law and to the Teſtimony, who 
do you think woull moi ſeek a corner, if theſe 
things were well weigned and. conſidered, either 
thoſ: that preſſe things on humane authority ; or 
thoſe that preſſe things cn Divine authority 2 
Thoſethat cannot endure to have their Doctrines 
tryed do give great ground of ſuſpicion : Perſons 
may pretend much ro holyneſs but this is no pare 
of their holyneſs to held forth ſuch things thar 
are not juſtifiable from the Word of God. 


Certainly thoſe perſons that are willing 

tro have whatſoever they d: liver, examined and 
tryed by thoſe that have the ſharpeſt ſpirit of diſ- 
cerning , ( alwaies provided that they make the 
Word of: God the ſtandard to try by, and not 
the Lawes of men) thoſe, I ſay that are wil. 
ling to have ir ſo done, are not to be accounted 
houfe-creepers. And as for ſuch that have the 
warrant of Gods Word for what they do, Chriſt 
will bear them out , notwithſtanding the flaun- 
ders and falſ- imputations of men, You know 
what anſwer Chrift gave the Phariſees, when they 
quarrelled with him concerning his Diſciples , be- 
cauje they did not obſerve ſuch and ſuch _— 
Tl.is 


ts 
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T his is that chat will i nM out at the greatday 
of Account, when they can plead Gods Command 
and Infticution for what they Co, When God pur- 
teth men chis Queſtion, Who required this. at your 
hands? What horrour will fejze on their hearts, 
when they cannot ſay, Lord, we have thy word 
for it, 

USE 4 Since the Apoſtle telleth us that ſuch per- 
ſons are dangerous perſons, let us take heed for ir 
isa matter of great weight and cQncernment. The 
Apoſtle would neyzr have taken to much care to 
warn us, he would not have ſet forth the danger of 
it, dad it not been a matter of great moment, Ler 
us then take heed, that we are notdeceived by ſuch 
king of perſons, 

214, Bur you will fay how ſhall we know them » 

ANS,, There is a great ground of {uſpicion,w hen 
in times of peace and liberty, thar men may with- 
out any danger, or moleſtation hold forth the truth, 
when, I {ay,in ſuch times they will out of choice 
rake private places. _ | 

2. Obſerve what the drift of their doQrine is, 
1 Fohn 4.1- Beloved, beleene not eve ſpirit, but try 
their (pirits; And how © By their dotirine, Confi- 
der what it is that their doctrine tendeth co, That 
which doth derogare from Chriſt and give unto the 
Creature; which doth derogate from the grace and 
glory of Chriſt, and advance the Creature ;. thar is 
moſt corrupt and unſound: when mens dofcine 
rengeth to This, to fet up any thing of man, to ex- 
alt mans free- wilt and works of right=ouſneſs, as 
it there were fomcrhang inthar, which mis! tren- 
_ | der 
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ers us acceptable unto God is is very dangerous. 
Lien men dergeate from Chri & yrhen-ch; "do AOT 
" make Chriſt the only way H  yaxan, ( for faith 
the Apoſtle, As 4. E2« Nether, is their [al tion it 
zny «ther, for there is none other name, & 7s 
chey derggate from che fre jen of Gd cy are 
ſuch iadee that. are of wy nd of C Creepars, and 
Eeceivgrs thatare lat ſpoken of,” - | | 
"Again, lookro this, whether their Dgarine be 
ſuch, that doth hold forth che Lord Jeſus, Chriſt ro 
be the jor CYNerna and Head of the ſbarch: | 
thoſe th ar, WER 1mMpoſ RTE onke ſch. A warth Up, A$.15, 
not excund jo ry rhe. Weorc arg hols chat, the. Apo- 
ftleſpeak aketh. ls 

$0 Wines Bs thardo not clearly hold' for ok 
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ſach whoſs.,JpaRone:is corrupt and up\Rnnd Foe 
we qught - pre s1pe0p g,t0, maniite( PA IAREE of 
faith J0.a -haly agd uoblamcable cODvEs 2-, Now, 
thals <hings ſhhold logk, aracg..: "them, by 
the Waordof.Gog,. IEGOTY ing Re rhat: fits 
C; iſt rellech. $5ypvar by their fruits wetha Pn 
them. Now ſome fcuir Q: 2 Miniſters. hit Dor 
Qarine; ets ©, 'IFt #1166 
- WIE 5, May oo or come qu chi Genominati- 
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LL  -._ _-_-- 
on, thoueh never ſo. publick, then ler none think 
themfelyes ſafe, this is that which many poor crea» 
tures do deceive themfelves with ; oh; think they, 
we are ſafeenough from any ſeduction and leading 


aſide, we never go to fuch places, Others rnn on an- 


. other extream, they will not go ro publick places, 
chey diſtike all chac 15-ſpoken there; bur 'this is evil 
on the other hand, we'are not to judge of rtuth by 
places, butas God approveth ir,and as 1t is grounded 


onthe Scripture. For in a great concourſe of peo- - 


ple we may be ted afide' from the truth, neither do 
| ſecrer places give us any ſecurity, bucthere'we'may 

be led aſide from the critth.' Let us 'then bring che 
DoGrines.we hear to the touch-ſtone ofGads Word, 
and not co reje& them, becauſe publique, neither 
applaud them;*meerly becauſe private, and ſo on 
the other hand; Thoſe that/are fo rigorous againſt 
at places, what'wovld th=y have'done, if they 

ad lived inthe dayes of Chriſt ® they would kavs 
rejeted Chriſt and his Do@rine, becanſe he preach- 
ed on a Mouataine, and ina Ship, and if theyhad 


lived niche dayes of the Apottles, they would hive 


done'i-the 'like;' A" faithful Miniſter of Chriſt , 
whether private or publick; will endeavour to ap- 


prove himſelf ro God; by holding forth ſuch things. 


as are conſenant and agreeable to the Word of God, 
Truch”nray be privare, when errour may be pub- 
lick, asin'the dayes ot '4hab, when ſome of thePro- 


phets were impriſoned, and ſome pur to death, and 


FezeebeFhad four hundred Prophets of Bas that fed 
daily at her cable, theſe atthat time had che publick 
IF n9- | Pr 44-3" -\ Places 
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cond obfervarion. 
' 08, That fuck' perſons uſyally effe& their deſign 


2: | | 
e59f Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


on ſuch as areeither weak and ignorant, not able co 


diſcern their corrupt and unſound Dodrinez or ſuch - 
as are under the power of ſome baſe luft oc luſts,b 2 


they men or women , for it may be underflood: of 
both ſexes, ſuch being by the juſt judgment of 'Gad 
tefr to themſelves, and ſo they eaſily prevail on 
them. Obſerve what Solomon telleth, Prov. 14. 15. 


The ſimple beleeverh every thing, but the prad:nt lok- 


Cfop7 ey « 


What doth he meafiin that, bur this? A man 


that is ſimple and void of underftanding ;, you way | 
c 


make him beleeve any thing,if you put a fair gloſl 

and colour upon it, but a = of underſtatiding will 

lifrandtry and examine, and.ſee what grounds there 

are for the Doarine that is delivered. Of ſuch de» 

—_— the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 2: Pet. 2.14. Now 
cre. 


deſigned on perſons that areignoraut. _ 
2. That they alſo effe their deſign on thole that 


areunder the power of ſome- luſt or luſts, that are. 


o 


in bondage to ſome baſe luſts- 


3- That God in his juſt juJgment is pleaſed ſome- 


times to'give vver ſuch to be ſeduced, - 

«That ch 

are ignorant of GadsWord. 2 
This you may ſee if you look into the 


Ez .*, Scripture: 


1,1 ſhall ſhew you chat they uſually 'effet theic 


cir deſign is uſually effeQed on thoſe that 


apa "id bey. <je. 
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falls} TQPRers Lat perews iahb. condplainerh,, of, $Dat 
did-decerye them, A Mp! s Ns imvorb, chings.to | 
Fm | harcen' and .couhnrm "them: ig. th: ir- <y\l 
2410, you may les boy they were drawn 
BY Rhea, Jim to thax.s! gre | 8 80d. abqmigable.b- 
dolatry ; they willidgly w ked after; the .Com- 
mandmoenty Hyt: 5, gs No Pr mbarpeopls weretheſc? 
r he.Pro GAIL] "os U "Hel. they Were [: [nch. as ; 
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| the Pharif es by, 5s S190 ang.coroupt interprega- 
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becauſe they are wjrhout.th ard the Scriptures 
ard lockeg up in at unkp avi onage, and people 
without the Word do'be - rick any thing though 
never ſo grolle, Do you think, that abſuxd and 

. ; ; Q= 
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burlt chZ yokegand broken the bonds, 


has] ere had dpaken to tha namog, chebefd.crol- 
ſetheir tufts ſcerhew ſtubboruly they, anſwer, As 
for. the,V:Vord. whieh thou hait ſpoken to us inthe 


Whhe,s 4 - 


had 
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had ſome knowledge of it; I ſay, ſuch perſons be- 
ing overſwayed by their luſts, have been turned a- 
fide from the truths which they formerlyembraced, 


into the moſt corrupt and abominable ways. We 


have had experiznce of it in this our . Nation, * 


when God was pleaſed to give us peace and plenty, 
and all that our hearts conld defire; how many 
were there that lived under a Profeſſion of Reli- 


gion, when Religion was in creditz. yet the World 


having the Maſtery of their hearts, how ſuddenly 
ciithoſe perſoas miſcarry and-rurn aſide, ſome to 
on? opinion, and ſome to another © And ſurely, 
thoſe who lie in wait to deceive,obferve the frame 
and temper of mens ſpirits, and order their deceits 
accordingly. - £; ES 

2. That God in his juſt judgment giveth ſuch 0- 
ver to be deceived. VVhen once men will in- 


dulg- themſelves in any way of fin; whert once” 


they wilfully take up their reſolutions, . that they 
will do fo and ſo, - though it be expreffelycontrary 
ro the V.Vord of Go, God is pleaſed to give ſuch. 
over todeluſions, 2 Theſ 2-F0;fis For this cau[e 


God fhall ſend them ſlrong deluſion, that they ſhould. 


believe a Lie. For what cauſe ? becauſe they re- 
ccived-northElove of the truth that they might be 
ſaved. Obſ:rve, that he doth not fay, that they 
cid not receive the truth, but they received not the 
love of the cruth, (7...) rhongh they had ſome illu- 
minations, and ſome knowledge of the truth, yet 
they had*not rhe love »f the trach in their hearts, 
they did nor receive it as from'God, and. ſo ſubje& 
themſctves unto it,-but cheirhearrs did riſe againſt 

Ber he hed 


CE OS. | 

if, b-cauſe ir croſſed cheir lufts and wills. Wow 
Gol in his juſt jadgmear doth ' give ſuch over to 
beleeve a lye, Ttis you may take notice of, char 
where Gods graciouſly pleaſcd to afford means of” 
knowtedge toa prople, and that per ple do either 
ſtigntit and crak» little notice of it, orelſe content 
themſclves in a bare externai profeſſton, and Conor 
receive it in love and ſabwitlion, God is pleaſed 
ſomerime to give ſuch over to be very corrupt in- 
deed, and to embrace errours contrary to thofe 
rruchs that formerly they have received; how wa- 
ny have there been in theſe times lately pait, thac 
hare lived. under a profeſhon, and ſeemed vey 
zealcus and forward ; and yct fome corruption 
ſwaying their hearts , they have not on!y fallen off 
from that fervcur' in the Ordinances 'of God, bur 
Fave looked on them as below their attainmenrs, 
and as needleſs things to them, and look on-rhe 
vaine fancies and conceits that ariſe in their mindes 
to be the breathings and moveings:of the Spirit of 
God, and at laſt, caſt off all ſhew of Religion,” and 
queſtion whether there be any Religion or God, yea 
or no 2 Nowiconfider this; what a ſad and dread- 
full thing is this, to fall -into - ſuch deluſions? and 
yet how many were there of thoſe whom” God was 
pleafed thus to give over, whom one would have 
thought ſhould never have received ſuch things 
as thefe in:their hearts ? But it bath been evidenc 
by fad and wofull experience; and this indeed 
is not to be' admired at ; but we may rather 
marvel that it is not general among ft us,conſidering 

1: | | how 
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how we have flighted a dsWord, and denyed the 
power of it in our liv es 2 God .15 pleaſed; once, more; 
ro give us this liberty, that we. ſhould openly envy 
his Ordinances, Let us remember that God -will, 
not {uff-r ſuch mercys.to be abuſed, It is hightime | 
for us to, look to our ſelves, to labour to, knaw the; 
mind-and will. gf God, and knowing it to embrage 
itwich affection and obedience.. If we; know  upt, 
the thingsehac belong to our peace ia theday-of 
otr viſication, we cannot expect bur that the iſſue, 
will be ſad, that God may judicially give men,over, 
to a ſpiric of delufion, thar they. ſhall ryn: inw. the, 
moſt dreadfull and ;erroneous opinions ,..and. all; 
kind of. grofſſe and idolactrous , ſuperſtitions and; 
wickednels. 4 on etada | 
And thus we have cleared the poine che .gro 
tollow. ::;; 53514-651 > 81307 .20-D2490;-2v5 
I. ;Becauſe ignorant perſpns,; through the igng-: 
rance and blindneſs of their; underſtaudings. Are;not: 
abie to judge and-try;things, and, £0 ' put difference 
b-rw:en'things char differ. 7; Men that ;know pac 
{urh from errqur, may becafly degaived;efpecir 
ally when there i3;ag, onwarth ſhews and-fairgloſle 
put upon it,” A,mtagmay' eaſily bei!gvercome! int 
Combite that is dilememed, -or .that hath- no 5kill- 
to aſe'bis-armes. Many men live-withoot 'Gods- 
Word, atdithough chey have it, ag notknow' how » 
to manage:this Sword ofthe; Spiit, (ag-it iscalled*: 
ay the ApMſtle)theykngpyngr homig defead theme: 
elves, nor to offcng-gpoſerghat-ulſanls them. And | 
Ee 8. 3 : x . : nts 
cataplis:be indhpeciallythubpill) ſo bps ques haye 
fearned this policy of him z when they hear men 
| 6. pleading 
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pleaſing Scripture, and obſerve cheir unskil ful lneſs 
in the Scriptures ; they will plead Sctiptare too, As 
now for defence of the Doctrine of merit, by g02d 
works, that by theſe men might be made worthy 


_ an] obtaine <ternal life, this Scripture will be 


{trongly plead< -d.1 Tims. 6- 18. 19. Look here, ſay 
they, it is clear and''evident, that we ought to lay 
up good works in. ſtore for our ſelves, as .a good 
foundation, by virtue of which we may.obr:iin erer- 
nal life. But the falſhood of this is eaſily diſcover- 


£6, if-we look tothe 17, v., Charge them that are 


richin this world! that they be nor high -tninded, 
nor, truſt in *uncertain riches. Charge them 


rhey- be not High "minded ,; *they are apt, 1 ke 


they beleeve in God,” it all 'be. well cnough 


with-ch=in.. BfF ler thei ſhew their faich by their 
fruitfullnels in'godd works, let their faith be mani- 
feſted.in-rheir practice, eſpecially in the ir readineſs 
to releeve the diſtreſſed pa Bro of Chriſt 5 For 
chis 55 that which. Chriſt will take. eſpectall notice 


| of before che Fhole world:. [eres we 'muſt 
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the merit Bf LR Wk > which give us ri; it tae- 
tefugl life ; - chat i Ate be” Fragenes hatthcy 


neceſſcats members ECT AE 
"Likewiſe that-piace Cel. x. db" i idd walk 


hc of the Lord &'c, Now fay they, "how ſhould 
.-Þ "We 


rm n—m— nent 
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| we walk worthy.?, and what is our ; worthineſs buc 
by way of rewari? Buc chat which the Ap le calls 
worthinsſs, .is no more then {uirablenefs and mcer- 
nels, as vas. Giving thanks unto the Father which 
1449 made us meet to be Partakers of th: inheritance of 
ie Saints in lizht, Now how are we mae, meer 
and worthy 2 ſurely not by any thing in us, bur by 
Chriſt only, as the next words ſhew, v. 13, 14. 
- SO that we are not made meet by any works of our 
own, but we .come.to be made meet by btigg clen- 
' ſed from our fins, ,and clothed in. the righteouſn; ſs 
_ of Chriſt; by being taken our. of Adam and im- 
planted into Chriſt;and ſo having received the Spj- 
rigof Chriſt, weare made meet to be Partakers of 
.; the inheritance of the Sainrs in fight; There isa 
fuicableneſsin this.life to.chat heavenly and glori- 
ous life, that we ſhall live with God-for ever. So 
| that this.is an abuſe of Scripture. * I might ſhew 
you thar life cannot be obtained by works of cha- 
 : or by any thing that-wecan do, , 


lt cann2t be. by works of charity , for mind that | 
which the Apoſtle ſaith, 1Cor. 13. 3. Men may give 
«ll their Goeds 0 the poor,as too Many-ignorant ſouls 
hayedone-amonegſt the. Papiſts.. :Nay, men may give 
their bodies to he burned, but yet if they have wot Chari- 
zy, (i. 6) if the loye of God be nor, ſhed abroad in 
their hearts,and the work be not done from a prin- 
ciple of love, it is unacceptable, Mind alfo that 
which the Apoſtle ſaith, Ephi2.$,9. BYgrace ye are 
ſaved through faith,&c. tThat is to ſay, works have 
no hand, no ſhare at all in this great work. 
Again, they «uſe that place, Fam. 2.21. Was not 
Abraham our father juſtified by works ? here to eſta- 


bliſh cheir Juſtification by works, they bring the 
MY F Ree .. ſame 
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ſame Argument that the Apoſtle brought in ano- 


rher ſenſe, 'The ſame way that Abraham was juſtift- 
d,the ſame way are all che faithful juſtified. But 4- 
braham was juſtified by works, therefore by works 
are all the faichſul juſtified $ Bur compare this with 
Pauls Epiſtle ro the Romans, chap 4. V-2,3. Abra- 
tram believed God, anait was counted to him for righ» 
teouſneſs. What was counted? why that which A- 
braham believed in and reſted on, that is,the rigate-" 
ouſneſs of Chriſt ; but it was before men only, thag 
Abraham was juſtifted by works ; for we muſt db- 
ſerve, that the Apoſtle Paslſpeaketh of Juſtificati= 
an before God, and the Apoltle Fames of Juſtifica. 
tion before men; ſo that in confounding theſe lieth 
the ſahrilty of the adverſary. Now on this account 
they will bringScripture;86: poor people that are ig- 
norant and uns kilful in the Word ofGod, when they 
hear a man bringScripture'to confirm his errors-O 


Hay they,he proved itour of Scripture, though it be 


diretly contrary to Gods Word. Likewiſe they 

bring that place, Mar.25.34- For 1 was hangry,O@'c. 
But it is as clear as the Sun, that that place is not 

to be ſo underſtood;as if their works were the cauſe 


avhy Chriſt ditbcing them to glory; bur thoſe works 


were mention'd as truits and effects of faith, which 
were evidenttoall;zfaith it ſelf is ſecret and diſcern-, 
able to non=2 butGod himfelf,bur works are diſcer- 
gable to all, and therefore ir was meet that Chriſt 
paſiing aTentence of Acquittance and Abſolution 
on them thould recite ig to all, even as a Judge 
doth recite all that by which. the perſon is ad- 
{olvedzſo Chriſt doth here; ſhewing thar their faith 
is not a dead faith, bur a living Eh that did work 
by love, and carried them to obedience to God, ſo 
chat this is in reſped of theirJuſtification before the 
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Again, they will urge Scripture as for the man- 
ver of Worſhip, yea, though they have no Word 
of God forit; yet they will cell you, that their 
Ceremonies are for the beautifying and adornirg 
of the Church, and for decency inthe Worſhip of 
God; that things are not to be done confuledly bur 
in orcer.* Whereas indeed thoſe things are moſt 
orderly that we have Chrifts-Word for, and that 
is moſt decent that Chriſt think«th moſt fit and de- 
cents, for Chrift, being the Lord of the Hou'e, 
that is decent which he appointeth in the Houſe, 
But alas! Men when they hear a Scripture produ- 
ced, though they do nor conſider the thing that is 
thers intended, yer are focn ſtartled : and hence 
are peopledriven into the moſt abominable opini- 
ons: Ag for inſtance, to receive thatabhorred 
Dodrine of the Popiſh Maſs. Why, ſay. the Pa- 
piſts, doth not Chriſt expreflely fay, This is my 
Body ? And is not Chriſt the Author of truth ? 
And ought we to queſtion any thing that Chriſt 
bath ſaid ? Whenas Chrift ſp-aketh-figuratively, 
that the Brezd and Wine were figures,. and did re. 
pr -ſent ſpiritually the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
Chriſt ſpeaketh Sacramentally, and by way of a 
Figure, that is uſual in the Scriptures, as ſometimes 
Chriſt ca'leth himſelf 4: Door, and 4 Yine. © Sois 
Circumciſion called 4 Covenant. And God ſaith, 
that thoſe that were Circumcifed had broke his 
Covenant, becauſe Circumciſion was the ſign of 
the Covenant, So that it caiinot be the meaning 
of Chriſt, chat h- ſhould incend that the Bread and 
Wine was his ragral Body and Blood, . for he was 
then alive and viſible before his diſciples, 
C baker has 


- 


, | 
' 2, Becauſe their — doth ſuit tothe corrn- * 
ption that is in mens hearts, Now thoſe that we 
are (peaking of are not ablc ro (ee the evil, and the. 
ftrong inclinations of their h arts tO that which 15 
evil; but being that which dotit ſuic to their COr- 
rupt hearts, therefore they receive it, For nercin 
lieth the difference be: ween the Miniſters of Chrift 
and faife teachers: The Miniſters of Chritt hojd- 
ing forth the truths of Chriſt, have nothing of Man 
to lay hold on, for corrupt doctrine doth thr with 
corrupt-natures : ſucha doctrine asthis is, to exrol 
Juſtification by V Vocks, or at leaſt t'art works 
have ſome ſhare in it, this coth exceedingly take 
with corrupt hearts. | 

Alſo to worſhip God after the Inventions of 
Men, and to frame a manner of worſhip of cur 
own : this is that which mens hearts are in love. 
withal, they think that by this they deſcrve ar 
Gods Hand : and fuch corrupt doctrines they will 
drink in as {weet wine, though in the end they will 
find it a bitter poiſon, 

3» Becauſe? they are ignorant, and not able ro 
underſtand the gr:at danger thatis in ſuch corrupt 
doctrine, how much ic tendeth to the diſhonour of 
God, and how grea'ty it provoketh the Lord- Thote 
that are ignorant do little think, that the ſetting u 
Mans works in the point of Juflification, doth ex- 
ceedingly affront the Divine Mzj-ſty, ſuch flighe 
the Love of God inthe Giftof his Son: for if we 
are adle to juſtifie'our (clves, what ne-d have we 
of Chriſt? Chriſt is alf exceedingly provoked by 
ſetting up the rags of their owe? rightconſneſsas 
_ Co-Pactrnzrs with his rightcouſacſs, aay- to fer it. 

| | | above 
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a bove the rightcouſneſs * Chriſt, this is thar 
which doth exceedingly provoke him, there- 
fore the. Prophet Iſaiah ſpeaketh to ſuch in the 
- Naine of Chriſt. This ye ſhall have at my hands, 
ye fhall lie down in ſorrow. They render the Spirit of 
Gola Liar, who when he hath declared that there 
:isno ſalvation In any other, but in Chriſt alone , 
and thar this is the great deſign of God, that he 
will magnifie his own grace and abaſe man, that 
no flz{h ſhail glory in his fight. 1 ſay, they give a lie 
to the Spiric of God who aſlert their own righte 1 
ouſneſs for Fuſtification. Again, they do not know 
thedanger of the corrupt mixture of the devices. 
of men with the iuſtiturions of Chriſt; they know 
not what danger it is co oppoſe Chriſt in his own 
houſe, wherof he is theLord:theſe men knew ir'ncr. 
Therefore they are adviſed, ?ſ.2 to kiſs the Son. I tell 
you, to go to diſenthrone Chriſt, and ro rule'in his 
houſe, is another thing then menare aware of. 
Thus you ſee the reaſon, why ignorant perſons are 
{0 eaſily ſeduced and drawn into errour. 

' The Reaſons why they prevail on ſich that are 

in bandage under ſome liſt or luſts may be theſe. 
1, B-cauſe they ſuit their dorines to the luſts of 
m: n, that harden their hearts, and ſtrengthen their 
hands in their iniquities, that is the reaſon why cor- 
rupt doctrine is embraced by ſuch. The falſe pro- 
ph:ts ſaw well enough. that 44ab hada mind to go. 
up'to Rameth- Gilead, ana they had a minde to pleaſe 
Ahav:0h,fay they.Go up and proſper. $2 thoſe ipro- 
phets in Feremiah's time faw that the people had a 
g00d mind to. live looſely and prophanely, bur they 
wereterriged by &>Prophet Feremiah + ſee _ 
er © tie they 
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they ſuit th. ir dvcrive to their Juſts. Peace joall be 


Into you : What think ye that Gol will bring in te Hea- 
the 1 upon you that are his people ? that God will 4:/!roy 
his Templ: * And thus it is wich the ſudtile J. fairs, 
they carry on their ways (o, that they foſter m_n in 
their wicke.ineſs, though they have a ſhew of NO; 


! 
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line{s,yyct they know how to incu;ge men 1: 0254 
finſul lifts and. libertics, they have devitead ways 
for it, that according to their Pi13cip.cs Men may 
live looly and liceatioufly, aad vet all may bz well 
enough witi them, 

2: They uſually prevail with ſaci» becauſe {tcÞ 
as theſe have their hearts ſer 0a cheir luſts. As for 
inſtance, thoſe whoſe hearts are ſer on the weurid, 
they are reſolved to encreaſe in the world,they will 
rather part withChriſt then their covetoulnels,You 
know how it was with the young man in the Gc- 
fpe!, he would have Chriſt and his riches roo, and 
fo it is with many,they are willing to haveHeaven 
and the world roo: butif they muſt part with one 
of them, they will part with aay thing rather then 
with their luſt. The covetous mans GolJ,the ambi- 
cions mans vain-glory command their hearts and 
conſciences: they will rather condeſcend ro any 
thing.though contrary to their owa principles,then 
part with their laſts. And cherefore it is no wonder 
if ſuch perſons miſcarry. 

The reaſon why God ddth give ſuch over to be 
deluded,is becauſe they reject rhe truth;as in 2Theſ. 
2 .10.They received not the love of the truth, they lowed 
notthe trath, they embraced it not with their hearts, it 


follows, God ſhal ſend them frong deluſion, When men. 


pleaſe themſelves in any finful way, and there reſt, 
ts a dangerous Condition, and God in his.juſt judge- 
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ment may give ſuch over tobe deceived. You know 
how it was with Abab : the Prophets told him 
| he ſhould go up and proſper ; bur when Micajah 
- camzhe-ſct the truch before him, bur his luſts 
'— liked ir not, his pride and ambition and his 
deftre to enlarge his territories cauſed him co hate 
Micajah. When men have had the truth (:c before 
them, aad have been convinced thereof, and theic 
underſtandings ſomewhat inlightned, and yet they 
have neglected this light, God may-in his juſt judg- 
mznt [cc darkneſs overſpread their underſtandings, 
God may lay thus to ſuch a fou!, Seeing thou wile 

not b:leeve the truth thou ſhalt beleeve a lye. 

{SE 1, This gives us to fe: the ſad condition of 
all choſe char are ignorant ofGods Word, that are not 
abl2 to diſcern between truth and. errour,  berween 
the mind of God and the grofſe conceits of Saran 
and his inftruments, It muſt needs be dangerous in 
ch:(e laſt times, if you conſider theſe Scriptures, Mat, 
24, 11, Many falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe and deceive 
72499, What a {ad and dreadfull thing is it, chac 
when falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe, when they ſhall 
come and ſay, here is Chrift, and there is Chriſt, 
and y=r he is not among either ? 2 Pet. 2, I» There 

-[ball be ſuch that ſhatl bring in damnable Hereſfies. What 
a fad condition then I ſay, muſt ſuch ſoulcs.. be in; 
char live in ſuch times, when ſuch pernicious ſedu- 
cers are abroaJ, and they are not abl> to diſcern be- 
rw2en truth and errour, You would ſay that that man 
were in a ſad condition, thar did fet forth ſome pre- 
cious things of great value to ſell, and a multitude 
did flock abour-him with faiſe Goyn, and he were 
nor avle to diſceebetween what was-.good: and 
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what was falſe , every one that 4d 42 him would f{ay,that man 
will be utterly undotie, So itis here,what a ſad condition is this? 
when men ſhall come with corrupt and unſound Doctrine, and 
ſhalldeceive them, and they are not able to diſcern the precious 
truths of Chriſt from thoſe damnable Doftrines ? Alas | in what 


a condition are the ignorant, when men ſhall come after this + 


manner to them, and rell them.that by their improvement of their 
natural abilt ties, and that common light which God hagh given 
chem, they fhall obtain the love and favour of God JandThall 
intime. come to partake of everlaſting life and glory? Whar a 
dreadfull thing is this? and yer this goeth down currant with 
thoſe that doe not know the Scripture, when.it is mayiteſt that 
we aredead, and that rhe light that 1s in us is grafſe darkneſs 
that unleſs he that is the light of light doth inlighten us by the 
light of his bleſſed ſpirit, we are never able to diſcern-ſpirityall 
things. So when rhen.come and tell them that by their good 
- works, by their repentance and works of righteouſneſs they may 
do away their {ins and obtainGods favour. When men do bring 
theſe things with fair gloſſes and pretences,colouring them with 
the Scripture, they are eaſily carried away with them. Oh, ſay 
NSF, theſ are good men,they bring the Word of God. for what 
cy lay, 

Again,if they come with ſuch Doctrine as this,that men ought 
not to ruſh preſently into the preſence of Chriſt , but they muſt 
make friends by ſome Mediators , as by the Saints that are de> * 
parted, and by chis means they may be intercedad for, that they 
may be heard of him.Oh, ſay they this doch not derogate from 
the honour of Chriſt, hehath the honour of all we do ; But it is 
rudeneſs thus to ruſh immediately inco his preſence. This carri- 
eth far with ignorant people; for here is a fair pretence and ſhiew 
of humility, though ic is clear in the Scriptures, that they bring 
a great deale of diſhonour to Chriſt, when they take away the 
honour of his Mcdiatorſh:p , and put it oa Saints and Angels. 
We cannot diſhonour Chriſt mor -, then when we rob him of 
the glory of his grave, incouraging us at {1 times to come to 
him; and that we ſhould cometo the Father in and through the 


Son. It is nor for the ſake.of Saints and Angels, but for the ſake 
of Chriſt alone that we are accepted of God. _ wet 
Again,when they bring ſuch abomig....e Dodcrinzas this, thar 
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we muſt pray before 7mages. 'Oh, fay they, we pray not to the 
Images, but theſe are ſerviceable tokeep our affections on G od, 
whereas they place a holyneſs in ſuch things, and make that 'a 
help whichGod hath not commanded but exprefſiy forbidden. 

And what a ſad tzing is it, when ſoules are drawn aſide to 
embrace ſuch impious Doctrine as this, that after the words of 
conſcecration, the bread is the very Body of Chriit? and argue 
thus Hi ;sthe Word of Chrift, that is truth himſelf, and will 
\OEin ? Again, oth-rs that are not' ſo borribly grofle 
have other ways to deceive, preſling men to worſhip God after 
another way then that which God hath appointed. Jf you ask 
them what ground they hav? for ſuch and ſuch needleſs cere- 
monies : Why, ſay they, this is decency , and we muſt do all 
things decently and in order. Alas ! how many poor ſoules are 
deceived herein, and become zealous contenders for Ceremo- 
nies, and more earneſt in them then in the things that God hath 
commanded 2 Many are fo zealous. and intemperate, that they 
will admit of no worſhip but this, and- look on Diſcenters as 
fations and ſeditious that will not yeild unto them. 

: Again, there is nothing that the nature of man is more apt' to 
be carried aſide in, then to advance ſomething of hinrſe'f, and 
to ſetup his owi righteouſneſs, and there is no way ſo ſubtil as 
this to deceive poor ſouls, who will ſay, Loe this man is'for good 
works, for ſerving God.s not this a good man ? Friends,it is 2 
good thing to be found in works of righteouſneſs, but it you reſt 
on works of righteouſneſs, as thoſethar my render. you accep- 
cable to God, thinking your ſelves to be juſtified by them in the 
ſight of God, there is nothing more dangerous, it is a dreadful 
thing for a man to eſtabliſh his own righteouſneſs, ir is more 
- dangerous then all che Jmages in the world : fce what Chrift 
ſaith to the Phariſees, Mat. 21,30. 31.Now what is the mean- 
ing of Chriſt in that Parable ? Chriſt ſerreth forth thoſe Publi-: 
cans and Harlots,that walked dire&t)y againſt'the commands of 
God, to be thoſe that ſaid they would not. They are command- 
ed. but they obſtinately anſwer, We will not. Then he ſpeaketh - 
to the. Jewes that profeſſed obedience and ſubmiffion totheLaw 
of God. Do you.what 7 command- you... We will, ſay they, 
they had a profeſlion, _ ey thought to juſtifiethemſelves be... 

fore God.. But Chriſt, the Publicans and Harlots gointo 
the 
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the Kingdome of God before you. And. why ſo ? becauſe theſe 
were convinced as being open profeied enemies againſt-God, 
and therefore could not eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, when 


as the. Jewes living under a profeſlion contented themſelyes : .. - 


therewith and ſought to advancetheir own righteouſneſs, and ſo 
ſubmitred not to the righteouſneſs which is of God. . So Luke 
*18,xT 12. The Phariſee ſaith, God I thankthee ec. Butthe 
Pubs an ſtood afar off and [more on his breat, and ſaid,. The 
Lord be mercyfull to me a ſinner &c. I cannot ſay, Thavedone 
this or that, bur this I ſay, that withoutrhy mercyT muſt periſh 
for ever. Oh it 1s dreadfull to reſt on our own righteouſneſs : L 
could ſhew you many ways how greatly the fins of ſuch are in- 
creaſed, Ir utterly overthrows the great deſisn of God. It over- 
throweth the whole Goſj el, and all that Jeſus Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered for. And therfore what a dreadfull thing is ir,when . 
poor ſouls are carried away with vain pretences tato ſuchan er- 
rour ? Surely ſuch are in a ſad condition, that are not able to diſ- 
cern truth from errour, but are eaſily carried away with fair 
words, by which deceivers beguile poor ſouls and make a mer- 
chandize of them. _ * Wo po. 
"U/e. 2. Let us ſee then the great wickedneſs of the Church of 
Rome, that lock up the Scripture from people, which is the key of 
knowledge. You ſee clearely, that they are ignorant. perſons for 
whom deceiyers Jay their baits , and that the ignorant are moſt - 
drawn away by ſeducers. They fit and prepare people to bede-' 
ceived that keep Gods Word from them What an abominable | 
thins's that, and-how contrary to the Scriptures,rhat ignorance 
is the mother ofdevotion?/t is directly contrary totheScriptures. 
| We find that this is.the complaint of God; Ay: people periſh for 
want of knowledge. Surely i: is yery groſle to keep people from 
the knowledge of rhe'Scriptures; an4 to perſwade them to. reſt 
meerly on the words of their teachers And what is this bucto 
enfrare them,and keep them in bondage continually > And whart 
do they ? and how nearely do they follow theſe wretches that 
incourage people their 1gnorance, and diſcourage them from 
reading the. Scripture ta!ling them that they axe to follow rheir 
own iinployments; & thaGad expeceth not ſuch at their hands, 
but that” which is required of them is%y beleeve their Miniſters ? 
But ſurely this was not ſpoken to theMiniſters,but to the people, 
os, Fr 2 Js 
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1 Joh. 4. 1 , Beleeve not every ſpirit but try the ſpirits &-c. This 
ſhould be on every ones ſpirit to labour after ſuch a meaſure of 
knowledge, that they may be able totry ſuch things as are pre- 


-—Aenited to them, and not to receive thoſe things which are 


© contrary to the mind and will of. God. 
Use 3. What cauſe have we to bleſs God in this Nation that .. 
have had free liberty of GodsWord ? it hath not been Jocked up 
to us. Ohthat we had wiſdom righily to improve this mercy; 
that the Scripture might not beto us as a Price put into the hands 
of fools. Let us be FP ap to read per pag ofitheWord of 
God. The Scripture ſaith, Bleſſed are they that-readthe Word 0 
this Prophecy. We fad, that all-were com SEA the book + 
the law continually ,none was exempred,not ſo much as theKing 
himſelf. And as we ſhould read the Scripture, fo we ſhould me- 
ditate on it, that is the bleſſed man indeed that doth meditate on 
Gods Word day and night. Alſo we ſhould be inſtantin prayer, 
thatGod would open our eyes to ſee the marvellous things of his 
law, we ſhonld: embrace alt opportunities that God gives us to 
wait on him in hisOtdinances,that we night receive inſtruRion,- 
and be built up in,che faith. 7cs ſad to.þe in thoſe places whereks © 
weak, tha there” fawakt ine ſuch groſſe ignorance and darkneſs 
in mens underſtandings. And how juſt is it with God to give - 
ſuch over to be deceived that are of a:dull and careleſs. frame of 
' ſpirit ? For the Lords ſake conſider ſeriouſly of ir, and put it to + 
your own ſoules, what opportuniii:s have you omitted wherein* 
you might have attended on Gods. Ordinances 2 How negligenc 
have you been in reading Gods Word ? How juſtly might Ged 
Sive you over to the groſſeſt deluſions, that have made ſo Jight of 
ſo precious a word, whetein the wiſdom of God, the grace and 
love ofGod ſo eminently appears,wherein therelis ſuch incourage- 
ment for poor ignorant ſouls, and ſor thoſe that find themſelves - 
in a ſtate of miſery and tmbeleif ro come in and beleeve? And ſee 
what the Pſalmsſt rellerh us, Pſ. 19. 7. Thelaw of the Lord is - 
perfett converting the ſoul, the teſtimony of theLord is ſure makg-- 
ing wiſe the ſimple. Should fuch fools be pittied that;are fools - - 
willingly 2 Now all that have Gods "Word do make Remitlves 
fools in reje&ing the meags #harGod hath afforded ro make them 
wiſe. See what David faith P/. 119. Thy Word is alight to-my- 
waiter ,end alanthorn to my paths. Confider that God hath pro- 
ES | . Miſed-- 
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obſerve thoſe thar make it their buſineſs ro deceive mens forts dor ' 
Eframecafora ſpine watt know how to fit their baits to 
mens inclinations. Deceiyers are like fiſhers that have for their- 
ſeveral ſorts'of Fiſhes their ſeveral baits ; when they have ro do * 
with men whoſe hearts are ſet on the world, they know'how to 
deal with them there , and -when they arelifted up with pride and” 
ambition; they-know how to lay a bait to catch them there; and * 
when they ſee that their hearts are filled with the carnal pleaſures 
_ ofthe 'world,they know how to lay their baits accordingly. And 
alas !-how many are there that have lived under a proteilion of - © 
religion, and yet by giving their hearts an indulgence and tole»-* 
ration in ſome lufts,they have betrayed their ſouls into the hands 
of their adverſaries that ly in wait to deceive them ? And theſe 
ſubtile deceivers, though they fall not-on a man te beat him 
ſuddenly-from that which he owneth, yer they intangle his _ 
affeRttions.till his heart by.degrees is taken-off,and he is enſnared 
- by them; and comes at length ro embrace ſuch abominable.opini- 
ons,which if they. had been preſented to him ar the firſt,he would 
have fled from them as from a Serpent. -{ hs Lord graunt thar 
every one of us may conſider of it, for if we regard _— in 
our hearts, and proſtiure our conſciences to the pleaſures of our 
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1 Joh. 4. I , Beleeve not every ſpirit but try the ſpirits &c. This 
ſhould be on every ones ſpirit to labour after ſuch a meaſure of 
knowledge, that they may be able cotry ſuch things as are pre- 


-ented to them, and not to receive thoſe things which are 


© contrary to the mind and will of. God. . 
Use 3. What cauſe have we'to bleſs God in this Nation that . 
have had free liberty of GodsWord 2 it hath not been Jocked up 
to us. Ohthat we had wiſdom rightly to improve this mercy; 
that che Scripture might not beto us as a price put into the hands 
of fools. Let us be diligent to read and meditate oftitheWord of 
God. The Scripture ſaith, Bleſſed are they that-readthe Word of 
this Prophecy. We fad, that all-were com SSA the book of 
the law continually ,none was exempred,not ſo much as theKing. 
himſelf. And as we ſhould read the Scripture, fo we ſhould me- 
ditate on it, that is the bleſſed man indeed that doth meditate on 
Gods Word day and night. Alſo we ſhould be inſtantin prayer, 
thatGod would open our eyes to ſee the marvellous things of his 
law, we ſhould: embrace alt opportunities that God gives us to 
wait on him in hisOtdinances,that we might receive inftruRion,.- 
and be built up inthe faith. 7rs ſad tobe in thoſe places whereks + 
wats, tha there” fxwakt ine ſuch groſfle ignorance and darkneſs 
in mens underſtandings. And how juſt is it with God to give - 
ſuch over to be deceived that are of a-dull and careleſs. frame of 
" ſpirit ? For the Lords ſake conſider ſeriouſly of it, and put it to + 
yout own ſoules, what opportiniii:s have you ornitted wherein*® 
you might have attended on Gods: Ordinances ? Hew negligent 
have you been in reading Gods Word ? How juſtly might Ged 
Sive you over to the groſſeſt deluſions, thar have made ſo Jight of 
ſo precious a word, whetein the wiſdom of God, the grace and 
love ofGod ſo eminently appeats,wherein thereis futh incourage- 
ment for poor ignorant ſouls, and ſor thoſe that find themſelyes - 
in a ſtate of miſery and tnbeleif to come in and beleeve? And ſee 
what the Pſalmi{t tellerh us, Pſ. 19. 7. Thelaw of the Lord is - 
perfect converting the It oul, the teſtimony of theLord is ſure make-- 
ing wiſe the (imple. Should fuch fools be pirtied thatzare fools - 
willingly 2 Now all that have Gods Word do make themſelves 
Fools in rejeRing the meagg qhatGod hath afforded ro make them 
wiſe. See what David faith P[. 119. Thy Word is alicht tomy «: 
 watts,end alamtborn to my paths. Confider that God hath pro- 
: | : . Miſed -- 
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miſed togive to his people a hearc that ſhall know him. Who 
knoweth,-howGod may in the uſe of hisOrdinances ſer home by 
the power of his ſpirit a word that may ſoften a hard heart;and-.. 
humbte a proud heart ; This is the chara&ter of Gods people - 
that they are a wife underſtanding people' 7fthen we would be 
be of the ntimber 6f Gods people,ler us endeavour afterwiſdom by 
the improvement of thoſe means that God hath-affoxded unto us. 

Uve 4. - 1s it fo'that thoſe'thar ive under the power of luſts are 
the perſons that are deceived by ſegucers? Then confider whar 
enemies they are to their' own ſoules,thar do enſnare themſelves 
under the power: of any luſt ? 'they berray-themſelyes,and lay 
themſelves open to adverſaries. There is nothing ſo dangerous to 
a ſoul as-that is;that ſets 2ſoul in a ready way to be deeived and 


mens inclinations. Deceivers are like fiſhers that have for their 
ſeveral ſorts'of Fiſhes their ſeveral baits , when they have todo ' 
with men whoſe hearts are ſet on the world, they know howto 
deal with them there , and-when they arelifted up with pride and © 
ambition; they:know how to lay a bait to catch them there;-and 
when they ſee that their heazts are filled with the carnal pleaſures - 

_ ofthe 'world,they know how to lay their baits accordingly, And 
alas !-how many are there that have lived under a proteilion of - * 
religion, and yet by giving their hearts an indulgence and tolew-* 
ration in ſome luſts,they have betrayed their ſouls into che hands 
of their adverſaries that ly in wait to deceiye them ? And theſe 
ſubtile deceivers, though they fall not-on a man te beat him 
ſuddenly-from 'that which he owneth, yer they intangle his 
affeions.till his heart by.degrees is taken-off, and he is enſnared 
- by them; and comes at length to embrace{uch abominable.opini- 
ons,which if they. had been preſented to him ar the firſt,he would 
have fled from them as from a Serpent. -{ hs Lord graunt that 
every one of us may conſider of it, for if we regard iniquity in 
our hearts, and proſtuure our conſciences to the pleaſures of our 
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luits, God may; juſtly ſuffer us-to be ſeduced : wherefore let us 
make it our bulineſs to purge out every iniquity leſt it be our 
Sane 6; . bh, ba 
-£. USE. Letusnot:wonder then, .that in, ſuch times as we live 
in there ſhould. be ſuch declenfions/trom the Ways. of God. 
When ye ſeetimes,.in which all manner of looſeneſs and pro- 
phanenefs reigns, and is not, {uppreſſed ,::'it 1s no wonder; if 
thoſe that Ire in-wait to deceive do':;ptelper :in their deſfignes ; 
though 1 do notmean of ſuch'that |are ſometimes: drawn afide 
and overcorge$y thcir luſts ; for God may luttex his precious 
ones to be led aſide for a ſeaſon, © þur he reſtoreth- them again : 
burwhen. 7 ſay, [ſuch that are under the nower of luſt }-, Jimean, 
of ſuch hat are drdinarily over-ruled by; their Iuſts; and; of 
thar which is the uſual courſe by which; corrupt. perſons prevail 
en ſuch. And-indeed it is not-ſtrange that they. prevail 'on 
them,, As, I. hinted ro ,you, outgf -Jexemzah, concerning, that 
Srols Idolatry that was among the. ,people,,,jt was no wonder 
Lac ahe Prophets propheſyirg lies {hould preyail on- them, for 
there:was horrible prophaneneſs and wickedneſs amongſtihem, 
whenTorryp: men. ſhall-frams ſych-aReligionas ſhalldyic, with: 
mens luſts,ir is not Rrange.that ſuch men ſhould yieltd-unto them, 
whole heazts are ſ{er;gn their luſts; 'It:is not-ſtrange,. , thar Po- 
pery,it;ould fo exceedingly prevail, . when they have. framed 
ivch corrupt ways, that, men may £9. on cheerfully in the ſatjs-., 
faction of their Juſts, , When mg {hall be told that ſome fins - 
are.no fins; and ſame fins are vemal, . and greater {ins;may, be. - 
done away by endaring ſome corporal puniſhments, i which alſo 
iis in he.Power of che Prieſt to mitigate ; aid that if they die 
in theix, ſins, they may by enduring ſome puniſhment in Purga- : 
tory be. purged from ;heir fins, and afterwards received to glo- . 
ry ;, and that, it.1s ln,the Popes Power to. deliver chem from. 
theſq pains. ,,,If teſethiggs be. well conſidered, we may not 
wonder. that men are ſo cafily, drawn afide ro groſs Popiſh ſu- 
perſtictons. ,Where Chriſt ceileth ys of. falſe reachers,he telleth 
us all that iniquity ſhall abaund,and the love of mary ſhall wax 
__ 2 oof 26 00et 00 Fo 15h ERIN 
USE 6. This, ſhop|degsch. us .z0. watch our hearts,: aud to. 
take s{pecjalnotice of rhe corcept inclinations. Did we. de- 
viſeaway.to cntangle our ſeives, and enſnare our own ſouls, w 
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_ could not find a readier-way then A follow the Juitings of our 
own hearts. When once the heart is:fet on evil, ic rakeih of- 
fence at the truth, eſp. cially at ſuch truths chat give a wound to 
its beloved fins Hterod heard John Baptitt gladiy, bur when 
he toucherh hi m in his beloved fin, he heareth him no mere. 
So there are many that make aProfeſiton of Religton,who,when 
they come to be touched in their beloved fins, cannot digeſt ſucly 
9 plan dealing, and by chisimncans their atfeRtions do abate to Re- 
ligion, and at laſt rhey fall off,and are willing to joyn in any way 
that may indulge them in their tuſts. Therefore tha word ot 
Solomon is not unſuitable, Keep thy heart with all ailigerce fo. 
We muſt ſee tha: we do not allow our. ]ves in any evil, one 
ſin bringeth in another, and frequency of. ſinning cauſerh ade 
neſſe of heart, and deadneffe of hear: taketh ofthe SK from 
the Ordinances of Gol,till by degrees ic com th to have bitter- 
nefſe of ſpirir,and deadly eamity againſt thoſe that go on in the 
practice of thoſe chings that are allowable by theWord ofGod.. 
We haveſeen ſad examples of this kin in theſe our days, how 
many have been enſnared by the world, rather then they would 
foſe their honour and eſteem wich men, they leave the honour 
that Chriſthath tendered io them. TI.c: us notthen be ſuch ene- 
mi $sto our own ſouls. p 
USE 7 What cauſe have ſuch that have bzen preſerved from 
Apoftacy and Seduction, to acknowledge the in finite goodnetle 
' of Got unto them? there 1s noneof,us, but if we would wake a- 
diligent ſearch into onr own hearts,ourConſciences will reil us, 
that ſince we have come to the knowledge of the truth, ' we-have. 
finned againſt our own light ; we have done thoſe things which 
our Confciences have told us we ſhould not have done ; how 
mizht God have ſuffered us to be deceived and carried aſide to 
thoſe ways that lead toeternal deſtruction ? Ir 15 {ad to look a- 
broad in the world, and to ſee hoy many in theſe times haye 
been carried aſide from-the Truths o: God, by that corrupt and 
abominabl- errour of Popiſh Meri:,to eſtabliſh their ownRigh- 
teouſneſſe; and ſome have been carried aſide to the ſame evil un- 
der the pretence of the improvement of their natural parts and 
abilities, and haye ſer up their 'own work and denied 
. Chriſt ? How many. have deſpiſed the OQ” .inances of Gol? How 
many hays failen fromtheir Profeflion tro downright Atheiſm ? 
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© Thatit isnot. ſo with usjs becauſe God hath preſeryed. us and 
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watched over us, how {h@#uld this engage our hearts tothat God 
that hath. made his Word good to us, in keeping us to.himſelf 


=" - Dy.his mighty power through faith. + 
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- And again, let us not wonder that many: ſhould be drawn to 
this opinion, and that opinion; but rather wonder that. to rhis 
Cay we have not been ſo deceived. It God ſhould leave,us and 


- - withdraw frem any of us, if God thould ſay to any ſoul here,go wn 


inthy own way, and beleeve what thou w1lr, and embrace what- 
ever thyhearrt is ſer. upon , what.opinion is there?Nay what dam- 
nable Hereſy 1s there? that we thould nor run into. Jt is the 
Lord that keeps us, or elſe we ſhould haye perifhed . Oh what 


eauſchath every ſoul thac hath been kept in.the truth. to, bleſs - 


God, that hath given them his ſpirtt £0; lead them in che truth? 
it is not our parts, nor wiſdom, nor-any. thing in us that pre- 


Ferverh us from errour, he-that beguiled Ada» in his innocency 


might exfily beguile us,thar have ſo much darkneſs.in our under- 
ſtandings, impprity in our affeRtions, and perverſneſs in. our 
our -wills. Our foules bleſs the Lord, and acknowledge thar 
it is of his infinite grace and mercy to us that we have been pre- 
ſcryed. We have cauſeto ſay as the Pſalmiſt did, Nor anro ns, 
but + te thy name be.the praiſe. thisthoud beasa bond in ous 


- fpirits ro walk with God. The goodneſs of God ſhould have 


thar effe& on us, as it had on Jacob,when God appeared to him 
in Berhel;itis ſaid he lifred up his feet and went on his way.$So it 
ſhould be with us, it ſhould make us lift up our feet and walk. on 
in the waies of the Lord; ie STO ET | 
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